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Autoethnography :

In autoethnography the subject is self (auto) and ethnos
the study of culture.

Autoethnography as a method enables the researcher to
use an ethnographic description and analysis of personal
experience using narrative and stories to describe events.

Autoethnography uses highly personalised accounts where
they draw on their own experiences to extend
understanding of a particular discipline of culture ( Holt,

4 2003:2).
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As the subject | share the story of my
journey through nursing taking into
account those events that have
occurred throughout that time that
have had an influence not only on my
story but that of nursing as a whole in

, Australia.
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Autoethnography as a method enables the researcher
to use an ethnographic description and analysis of
personal experience using narrative and stories to

describe events.

Data analysis includes critical analysis which is an
Important distinction in autoethnography in comparison
to biography, autobiography or history research.

Chang (2008) explains that cultural data analysis
transforms bits of autobiographical data into culturally
meaningful and sensible text (p126).

The story

Flinders

UNIVERSITY
inspiring achievement



The story
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Autoethnography : What is it — What distinguishes it??

Instead of merely describing what happened in your life,
you try to explain how fragments of memories may be
strung together to explain your cultural tenets and
relationship with others in society.

In this sense autoethnography data analysis and
Interpretation distinguish their final product from other self-
narrative, autobiographical writings that concentrate on
story telling.

Chang (2008:126)
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