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In 1994, I was a new faculty member at the University of Manitoba. I remember the 
excitement regarding the new Sigma Theta Tau Chapter formation, Xi Lambda. I had 
been inducted into Xi chapter (UPenn) previously, but I was delighted to transfer my 
membership to Xi Lambda and become an inaugural member.  
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This hand-pieced butterfly quilt was crafted by members 
and supporters of the Xi Lambda Chapter in 2004.  
 
Quilters:    
Marion McKay, Janet Beaton, Ruth Dean, Sandy Kluka, 
Diana McMillan, Wilma Reynolds, Judy Scanlan, Carolyn 
Vogt, and Lai Chun Yee. 
 
Monies raised through this quilt raffle went toward 
supporting chapter activities that promote education, 
leadership, research, and practice development in nurses 
and nursing students in Manitoba.  

In 1922, 6 nurses founded STTI at the Indiana University Training School for Nurses, 
now the Indiana University School of Nursing, in Indianapolis, Ind., USA. The founders 
chose the name from the Greek words Storgé, Tharsos and Timé, meaning "love," 
"courage” and "honor." STTI became incorporated in 1985 as Sigma Theta Tau 
International Inc. In 1994, Xi Lambda Chapter was formed at the Faculty of Nursing, 
University of Manitoba, with 175 charter members. In 20 years, we have recruited 521 
members.  

The mission of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International, 
is advancing world health and celebrating nursing excellence in scholarship, 
leadership, and service. 
 
Membership is by invitation to baccalaureate and graduate nursing students who 
demonstrate excellence in scholarship and to nurse leaders exhibiting exceptional 
achievements in nursing.  
 
From its inception, STTI has recognized the value of scholarship and excellence in 
nursing practice. In 1936, STTI became the first U.S. organization to fund nursing 
research. Today, STTI supports these values through its numerous professional 
development products and services that focus on the core areas of education, 
leadership, career development, evidence-based nursing, research and scholarship. 
These products and services advance the learning and professional development of 
members and all nurses who strive to improve the health of the world’s people. 
 
Some of the STTI missions include grant-offering, supporting education and research 
conferences, offering online continuing education and career development programs, 
alliances with other leading providers of nursing knowledge, and providing outreach 
services to the community through fundraising and volunteerism.  
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Dear Xi Lambda Chapter Members: 
 
On behalf of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI), we 
congratulate Xi Lambda Chapter on the 20th anniversary of its chartering. The STTI 
board of directors thanks you for your diligent support. 
 
We appreciate your participation and the opportunities you 
continue to provide for eligible students and nurses in your  
community. Together, we continue to make progress in  
meeting STTI's mission of advancing world health and   
celebrating nursing excellence in scholarship, leadership,  
and service. 

         
Best wishes to Xi Lambda Chapter for continued  
long-term success. 
Sincerely,    
Hester Klopper, PhD, MBA, RN, RM, FANSA President 
Pat E. Thompson RN, EdD, F AAN, Chief Executive Officer 
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2014 1994 

I have attended many Sigma Theta Tau ceremonies 
before and since, but I do not think any were more 
intimate and joyful than that first Xi Lambda Induction 
ceremony.  
 
Sending greetings and congratulations! 
 
Laurie Anne Ferguson, DNP, APRN, FNP-C 
Associate Professor Loyola University New Orleans 
Xi Psi Chapter 


