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Significance and Background i

Significance: The number of persons who live
their lives adjusting to chronic health conditions Measurements
makes work in this area important. Chronic
conditions range from sensory changes in the
elderly, juvenile diabetes, and recovering from
cancer at any age, among others; approximately
50% of the US population has one or more
chronic iliness (Institute of Medicine, 1991)
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Theoretical Cognitive Functions Empirical Definitions — Measurement tools

Simultaneous Processing — brain processes information at Figure Copying
same time Memory for Designs

Successive Processing — brain works to put things in order Free recall
Strings

Planning — brain thinks and carries out ideas Trail-making A
Trail-making B

A key gap in the literature is a focused definition
and measurement of the major variables of
cognitive abllities and coping. Although both are
widely studied, few studies have a strong
theoretical basis for conceptual and empirical

Coping and Adaptation Processing 47 item Likert Scale with 5 Subscales
Conceptual Definition

- : P : The patterning of innate and acquired ways of taking in, Resourceful and focused
definitions. Relating specific theory-based handling, and responding to a changing environment in daily Physical and fixed This Pilot Study did not show a relationship between
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The background for this study includes the ' o revision. Item Response Theory has been suggested

established belief that human cognitive abilities CAPS ) 128 -.097 292 as a way to condense and strengthen this tool.
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