
Title: 
SPECIAL SESSION: Board Leadership: Why Nurses Belong in the Board Room 
 
Keywords: 
Nurse Executive, Academic Dean and Nurse Leader 
 
Purpose: 
Discuss the value and importance of nurse leaders serving on the board of a health care organizations. 
Explain and provide an overview of Sigma Theta Tau International’s Board Leadership Institute (BLI). 
 
Summary: 
The 2011 Institute of Medicine (IOM) report The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health 
acknowledged the significance nurse leaders have in promoting change and improvement to America’s 
health care system. In order to effectively initiate this transformation nurse leaders need to shift their care 
delivery knowledge and expertise into the boardroom. Developing the leadership skills, and competencies 
to assume board positions require an understanding strategic governance, networking, community 
awareness and a strong desire to volunteer. Sigma Theta Tau International’s Board Leadership Institute 
(BLI) provides executive nurse leaders with the relevant information enabling them elevate their 
professional practice to an organization’s board. 
 
Slot: 
LC 05: Friday, September 26, 2014: 3:30 PM-4:45 PM 
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Cynthia Vlasich, 

MBA, BSN, RN 
PPT Group discussion 
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Christy Oakes, 

MSN, RN, ONC 
PPT Group discussion 

 


