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Interprofessional Collaboration

Forensic
Psychiatry

A collaborative partnership among health care
providers improves communication, delineates
roles, enhances professional competence, and
improves overall delivery of quality care.
Conversely, lack of collaboration in the health
care system compromises quality of care that
results 1n increased human and financial losses.
Interprofessional collaboration (IPC) 1s an
essential practice element 1n the forensic
psychiatric mental health field. There 1s an
increasing number of nurses employed in the
forensic setting, working with psychiatrists, How to facilitate IPC to achieve goal:
physicians, psychologists, social workers, and Definition Educate: refine mental health expertise among CEFERENCES
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This presentation seeks to encourage quality

COMMUNICATE

collaboration among practitioners in the forensic
psychiatric field; b) expand nurses' role and
provide opportunities for nurses and psychiatric
mental health nurse practitioners to expand their
professional roles; and ¢) endorse the utilization
of advanced practice nurses 1n the psychiatric
mental health field to become key players 1n the
practice of forensic psychiatry.

improvement initiatives to: a) promote . e

CONCLUSION
Nurses are the largest health care workforce 1n

the mental health field. They have the potential
to 1nitiate a dynamism to broaden IPC that can
link various disciplines in the criminal justice
system. Further research 1s needed to expand
IPC 1n the care of the forensic psychiatric
population..
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