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Objectives

The learner will be able to 
discuss the role of theory in the research process from 
developing research questions to designing and conducting a 
study and interpreting the results.
compare and contrast how common models/theories of 
learning have been used in nursing education research.
critique current examples of nursing education literature with 
respect to theory use.
interpret research findings from a theoretical perspective. 

●  



Pre-session Overview

Introductions
Where to Begin
Theories being used in research 
Different ways to use theory
The role of theory in the research 
process
Application: Exploring theoretical 
connections in your work 



Where to Begin

Describe your 
experiences with 
theory and 
research.
What theories are 
familiar?
What theories have 
supported your 
work?



Theories used in education  
research – 
The connections Where does theory show 

up in a research 
report/article?

Examples of strong and 
coherent theoretical 
connections

Examples of weak and 
incoherent theoretical 
connections





Different ways to use theory – 
Compare & Contrast

Starting with the question: Finding 
theories to support research

Starting with a theory: Generating 
research questions from theory

Building theory with research: 
Qualitative approaches and their 
connection to theory



Starting with the question: 
Finding theories to support 
research



Starting with a theory: 
Generating research questions 
from theory



Building theory with 
research: Qualitative 
approaches

Theory-generating: Grounded theory

“Atheoretical”: Interpretive 
phenomenology - descriptions of lived 
experience





The role of theory in the 
research process

Overview of two learning theories

● Social learning theory (Bandura)
● Constructivist learning theory 

(Vygotsky)



● Bandura: Social 
Learning Theory 

Reciprocal Determinism



● Vygotsky:
Constructivist learning 
theory

Learning through 
active construction & 
knowledge use



What teaching/learning-related research 
questions do each of these theories generate? 

How would each theory lead to similar or 
different interventions and measurement 
strategies?



Application: 
Exploring theoretical 
connections in your work 
Problem from your practice as an 
educator

Research question
 



Application: 
Exploring theoretical 
connections in your work 

Design

Measurement

Data Collection/analysis

Interpretation of the data

 



For questions contact

Barbara Patterson 
bjpatterson@widener.edu
 

Lisa Day  

   lisa.day@duke.edu

mailto:bjpatterson@widener.edu
mailto:lisa.day@duke.edu


THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING THE 

SCIENCE OF 
NURSING 

EDUCATION through 
THEORY!
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