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Introduction and
problem statement

Globalization and the technological explosion place many
demands on higher education. One of these demands is
the effect of emigration on nursing education as well-
trained nurse educators immigrate to other countries for
better remunerations. This Increases the shortage of
nurse educators and the workload of those who stayed
behind while the demand for education increases. Higher
education Institutions move to blended and distance
education to address these demands and ensure access
and affordability of education (Billings & Halstead, 2016:
/8-79). Distance education and online teaching has been
applied to undergraduate and post graduate nursing
students globally to address the shortages of nurses. The
experiences, effectiveness and possible challenges need
to be reviewed to ensure best teaching practices to
enhance the quality of nursing education.

The aim of this presentation Is to reflect on the

effectiveness of on-line teaching and assessment of
undergraduate nursing students.
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In spite of publications representing the global perspectives on

distance education and online teaching

In nursing, the

effectiveness of online assessments have not been addressed.
Most of studies reflected the experiences and perspectives of
learners on online teaching (Agrawal et al. 2016; Killion et al.
2011) with a limited description on the perspectives from the

The integrated review was utilized to collect, classify and analyze
the body of literature (IEEE, 2014) on online teaching and
assessment. A subject librarian assisted the researcher to search
databases for articles related to the title. The electronic data bases
Included CINAHL; Academic Search Premier; Africa-Wide
Information; PsycINFO; MEDLINE; ERIC (Education Resource
Information Center); EBSCOhost; Education Source; Health
Source: Nursing /Academic Edition and Sabinet, with a time frame
between 2009 and 2016. The key words were on-line assessment,
undergraduate student nurses, on-line assessment AND
undergraduate student nurses; on-line teaching; on-line teaching
AND undergraduate student nurses; virtual classrooms; on-line
competence; distance learning (distance Ilearning AND
undergraduate student nurses); on-line learning; blended learning;
technological competencies (technological competence AND
undergraduate student nurses). The literature search with the
mentioned keywords resulted in a total of 62 potential relevant
articles. The researcher used the Johns Hopkins appraisa

Instrument to guide the inclusion/exclusion ability of potentia
articles. Twenty three of the 38 articles reviewed were includec
after the appraisal. Thematic analysis reflected two major themes:
opportunities and challenges in online learning.
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The review reflects the opportunities and challenges of online
teaching and learning. Most of the publications were based on
online learning with a lack in the dimension of online teaching.
It Is recommended that the opportunities and challenges of
online teaching should be explored to enhance the quality of
teaching in nursing education.
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