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PRESENTATION OUTCOMES

 The participant will be able to appreciate the role of a digital story telling project 
and its unique ability to engage the student with curriculum content and 
encourage deeper learning

- Define digital storytelling

- List the multiple literacies that are learned during the production 

of a digital story

 The participant will be able to justify the need for facilitators of a digital story 

telling project to attend a workshop where they have "hand's on" experience 

of writing a narrative and using various technologies to create a digital story. 

- Outline the steps involved in creating a digital story 

- Explain one method of comprehensively evaluating a digital story



Introduction

• Old stories/New stories 

• What is Digital story-telling (DST)?

• Why create digital stories for projects?

• How did we use digital storytelling?

• Context For The Facilitators Workshop

• Facilitating The Facilitators

• The Paper Work

• The Digital Storytelling Process



Introduction

• Getting started/Writing the narrative script

• Free writing exercise/The DST script

• Planning the Storyboard

• Collecting images/audio/videos/music

• Putting it altogether – your story

• Sharing the story

• Project design/research methodology

• Discussion and evaluation of project with a 
rubric



Traditional storytelling in Africa

San Rock art to illustrate their stories African storytelling traditions



What Is Digital Storytelling (DST)

Digital storytelling is the modern 

equivalent of ancient story-telling

 defined as a short, first person

 multi-media 

 video narrative which

 documents human life 

experience, 

 ideas or feelings through story-

telling

(Center for Digital Story-telling, 

2012). 



Why Create Digital Stories For Projects?

 Preferred mode of information 
for millennial students

 Language of their generation 

 Exciting way to captivate  
students. Hofer & Swan(2006)

 Appeals to the senses for faster 
understanding and stronger 
retention of the message

 Multiple Intelligences unique 
blend of capabilities and skills 



Why Create Digital Stories For Projects?

 Can be interactive and 

collaborative

 Makes our students act as 

writer, producer, publisher & 

promoter all in one

 Encourages research by 

helping students invest in 

issues and engaging them in 

dynamic, interactive processes 

of learning.



Why Create Digital Stories For Projects?

 Encourages Critical Thinking

 Access to global audience, can be 

shown online 

www.youtube.com/user/CPUTstories

 Amplifies the student voice

http://www.youtube.com/user/CPUTstories


How Did We Use Digital Stories ?

 Based in the Health and Wellness Faculty of a University of 

Technology 

 Part of a larger research project, started in 2010, which 

investigated the use of digital storytelling in final-year pre-service 

teacher education

 Now spread to many other faculties Architecture, Food 

Technology, Industrial Design and Nursing

 Exploring use of digital stories across disciplines and with 

differently positioned students and for different learning purposes



Context For The Facilitators Workshop

 The DST presentation at the STTI Conference in Johannesburg in 

2015

 The need for a facilitated digital storytelling workshop arose when 

the staff of a Health Sciences Faculty in another province decided 

that a digital storytelling project would capture the experiences of 

their final year students who were involved in an interdisciplinary 

collaborative project in a rural area.

 Facilitators Workshop introduced Faculty to the basic principles of 

Digital Storytelling with “hands on” experience in the DST Process



Facilitating The Facilitators

 Who are you?

https://ke2yk.com/2015/05/08/old-dog-new-tricks-digital-mobile-radio/http://24x7learning.com/blog/old-dogs-and-new-tricks/



Facilitating The Facilitators

 Facilitators need “Hands On” 

training

 Must be able to create their own 

digital stories using the same 

technology that the students will 

be using

 Can be frightening and intimidating 

to 20th Century Baby boomers 

Generation X and Y

http://www.stevecorbett.net/edtecportfolio/generations/index.htm



The Paper work

 Ethical approval 

 Computer Literacy questionnaire

 Consent from the students for permission to use the material 

which has been generated during the project and to use the 

feedback from the in-class discussion, survey, focus groups 

discussions and the digital movies

 Permission for Facilitators to use the data generated in the form of 

publications and conference presentations



Digital Story Telling Process



Getting Started 

 telling the story in the author's own voice is the heart and soul of DST

 500 words – digital story no longer than 4 - 6 minutes 

 It is meant to organize all the other media elements used 

 Narrative should be completed FIRST/ script is tightly crafted 

 To tell a memorable story of understanding

 while also keeping in mind how the various media can help show, 

rather than tell, the information or ideas with words.



Writing The Narrative Script

 Finding the right story requires brainstorming ideas that fit the 

assignment purpose and audience. 

 Mind maps/community maps can help students explore ideas, 

organize details, and decide which ones will be used to tell the 

essence of the story.

 researching the background and details of the topic will help the 

story be more authentic and credible.



Writing The Narrative Script

 Great deal of thinking, planning, and synthesizing during the creation 

of a script - sometimes as much as 30-40% of the project time

 The written script needs to be about how this particular topic touched 

the  author's life - not just presenting the facts and information 

gathered. 

 The narrative written script is captured later as a digital voiceover 

during the production phase.



Free Writing Exercise Think, Write

 Sit quietly for a couple of minutes

 Think about the topic of dentists

 Then individually, write continuously for ten minutes without regard 
to spelling and grammar on the topic of dentists

 Write down whatever comes to mind.

 Just write down every random thought that crosses your mind as 
quickly as possible.

 If you can't think of anything to say, write down that you can't think of 
anything to say, something like: "I'm stuck but I'll think of something 
soon." Don't stop.



Free Writing Exercise: Pair, Share

 Choose a partner and reflect/share on what you wrote 

- was it easy, difficult, did you ideas flow or did you have writers block

- what did you learn about yourself?

- how might this piece improve if you were to continue working on it?

- Why did you write the [characters, plot, scene] in this way? 

- Why did you choose to [begin or end] the piece in this way? 

- What problems did you encounter when writing this piece, and

how did you work though those?



The Next Step: using the following photographs on the topic of 

“dentists” write a 500 word essay 



Digital Story Telling Process



Planning the storyboard



The Next Step: using your blank storyboard template with the following 

photographs decide the order of the photographs and the actions



DIGITAL STORY TELLING PROCESS



Collect images/audio/videos/background music

 Gather /create images

 Gather create audio

 Gather create video



DIGITAL STORY TELLING PROCESS



Put it all together



The Next Step: using Photostory3 software create your own story using all these photo-

graphs. You can use the photograph more than once. The story must not be longer than 6

minutes. You need to include your narrative script and background music.  Good luck.



Digital Story Telling Process



Sharing



Creating your own story



Research Design

 Mixed method study

 Quantitative survey,  
statistical tests

 Focus groups with all 6 
groups of students (2 groups 
per focus group)

 Each approximately 1 hour

 Inductive method of analysis



Discussion: Digital Storytelling

 Exposes students to the human experience of being a patient 
and encourages the development of sensitive individualised  
and compassionate practice. (Wood and Wilson-Barnett, 
1999;  Costello and Home, 2001;  Repper and Breeze, 2004)

 engages in “meaning making” reflecting on what they know 
and examining their assumptions. Gazarian (2010)

 helps build connections with prior knowledge and improves 
memory. Schank (1990) , good stories are remembered 
longer by students than lessons that lack them(Rex, Murnen, 
Hobb & McEaache (2002)



Digital Storytelling Rubric 



Digital Storytelling Rubric 
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Digital Storytelling 
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