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Abstract Summary: 
Student success is a challenge to many nursing schools. This poster will provide the audience factors that 
have shown to be influential towards student success in one nursing course. Nursing students, nursing 
faculty, and nursing administrators would benefit from this presentation. 
Learning Activity: 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES EXPANDED CONTENT OUTLINE 

 
The learner will be able to examine factors that 

are associated with nursing student success. 

Explain the theoretical framework and the 

results of the secondary data analysis. 
 
The learner will be able to appraise the results 

of this study. 

Discuss the implications of the results to 

nursing admission policies. 

 
Abstract Text: 
 
Background: The ongoing shortage of registered nurses poses a serious threat to the healthcare 
system. Experts estimated that the demand for registered nurses will increase approximately at least 
three percent every year over the next 10 to 15 years. By 2020, the estimated demand for registered 
nurses will reach 285,000. In response to the nursing demand across the United States, nursing 
enrollment has increased. It is important to note that while there has been increased enrollment in nursing 
programs, many nursing schools continue to struggle with retention and academic success among 



nursing students. Due to the rigorous nature of a nursing major, student retention and attrition are major 
concerns and an ongoing challenge for many nursing faculty. To date, numerous studies have been 
conducted to determine factors that are influential towards student success yet only a few past studies 
have placed emphasis on entrance grade point average (GPA), financial aid, and student’s perception of 
faculty caring as predictors of student academic success. 

Purpose: To determine whether student success can be predicted by entrance GPA, financial aid and 
student’s perception of faculty caring. 

Design: In the original study, a correlational predictive research design was conducted to examine the 
relationship between student academic success and a set of predictors. 

Methods:For this paper, a secondary data analysis was conducted from an original dataset by Torregosa 
(2011). Entrance GPA was measured as a continuous variable (0 through 4); financial aid was measured 
as a nominal variable (1 = yes, 0 = no); and student’s perception of caring was measured as a continuous 
variable. Nursing Students’ Perceptions of Instructor Caring (NSPIC) by Wade and Casper (2006) was 
used to measure student’s perception of faculty caring. The NSPIC is a 31- item instrument measured on 
a 6-point Likert scale. The total score of the NSPIC was obtained and served as a measure for student’s 
perception of faculty caring. The outcome variable, student success, was measured as numerical course 
grade from the course Medical-Surgical 1 (0 through 100). Descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation, and 
multiple linear regression were used to analyze the data. IRB approval was obtained in the original study 
and for the secondary data analysis. 

Results: Student success was predicted by entrance GPA (ß = 10.44, p < .001), receipt of financial aid (ß 
= - 4.89, p < .001), and student’s perceptions of faculty caring (ß = 0.048, p < .05). 

Conclusion: Student academic success was significantly predicted by entrance GPA, financial aid, and 
perception of faculty caring. The findings of this study suggest that entrance GPA is a good indicator of 
students’ past academic achievement and their likelihood to be successful in a nursing major. Students 
who have a positive and caring relationship with nursing faculty are more likely to reach academic 
success in a nursing major. Finally, experiences of financial struggles negatively affect student success. 
The findings of this study have implications towards institutional and nursing program policies. 

 


