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Abstract Summary: 
From Anthrax to Ebola to Zika, headline grabbing infectious diseases have constantly challenged health 
care and nursing practice in the 21st century. This session will describe an innovative approach to 
enhancing nurse competence in the prevention, identification and management of emerging infections. 
Resources will be shared that will improve care. 
Learning Activity: 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES EXPANDED CONTENT OUTLINE 

 
The learner will be able to state 3 reasons 

nursing personnel must be provided with 

comprehensive, accurate and timely 

knowledge about emerging infections. 

The background to the challenge of emerging 

infections will be presented. Recent and 

remote consequences of being unprepared will 

be discussed. 
 
The learner will be able to identify resources 

that can be used to build an online module to 

assist nurses dealing with emerging infections. 

A demonstration of the way an effective online 

lesson will be given. Techniques to designing 

instruction that builds knowledge and skill will 

be included. 

 
Abstract Text: 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/zika/
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https://www.cdc.gov/anthrax/index.html


The purpose of this session is to describe the process of building an emerging infections online, learning 
module for nurses. The 21st century has had several high profile pathogens that threaten the public 
health. Separating fact from unreasonable fear is part of nursing practice. Anthrax, an ancient disease, 
had not caused one death in the United States in the 25 years before 2001 when 5 died due to exposure 
to a weaponized bacterial agent. Another 17 persons were sickened by the deliberate attack. An untold 
number were fearful, many turning to nurses and other health care professional for evidence-based 
answers. 

The 2014 Ebola pandemic was the most deadly in hisory. The outbreak began in several West African 
nations where it decimated rural villages before spreading to more urban settings. Rudimentary 
healthcare systems were not equipped to contain or treat the high mortality virus. Once the virus arrived 
in the United States, it became clear that even the most advanced medical centers had problems 
managing the disease and the crisis. High profile failures in containment procedures led to public 
confusion and fear. As front line healthcare workers, nurses must have access to life-saving knowledge 
and skill building resources that will work in practice. 

The mosquito borne Zikavirus was first identified in 1947 and named after the region of Uganda where it 
was found. The spread of this deceptivelly mild illness with devastating complications overshadowed the 
Olympics and backyard activities the past several years. Equipping nurses with the facts to help prevent 
maternal transmission will spare families the suffering that comes from a microcephaly, or other 
demonstrated birth defects. 

These three diseases will serve as examples for an interactive mulimodal learning module with the goal to 
meet the needs of nurses who must confront emerging infections. Best practices for e-learning will be 
illustrated to maximize the transfer of knowledge, skill and attitude. The session will discuss the process 
of building the competency-based module that guides learners thru public health and acute care 
scenarios. Such a learning module will capitalize on a "teachable moment" when well designed online 
education can better prepare the nurse for the next emerging infection. 

 


